Endodontic treatment of mandibular molars with atypical root canal anatomy: reports of 4 cases.
The variations in root canal anatomy of multirooted teeth represent a continuous challenge to endodontic diagnosis and treatment. Although the most common configuration of mandibular molars is one containing 2 roots and 3 root canals, there are many different combinations. Very rarely, an additional third (supernumerary) root is seen. When it is located distolingually to the main distal root, this third root is called radix entomolaris (RE), and when it is located mesiobuccally to the mesial root, it is called radix paramolaris (RP). Variations of root canal systems need not always be in the form of extra roots or extra canals. Single roots with single canals can also occur. A general dentist should be aware of these unusual root canal morphologies in mandibular molars for the success of endodontic treatment. These case reports describe the root canal treatment of a case of RE in the mandibular first molar, 2 rare cases of RP (1 each in the mandibular first and second molars), and a mandibular second molar with a single root and root canal.